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Abstract  This article is an attempt to study the socio-economic condition of the religious minorities of west 
Bengal. The Central Government has notified five communities, namely Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, 
Buddhists and Jains as religious minorities and prepared a list of 90 Minority Concentration Districts 
(MCDs) in India. 2001 census data on population was used to identify these districts. The Central 
Government has and has been formulating numbers of schemes and projects to safeguards the religious 
minorities in general and Muslims in particular. Among the religious minorities Muslims are less developed 
in the field of education, income and culture. In West Bengal the Muslims are regarded as the majority of the 
minorities and they constituted 25.25 percent of the total population. But the real conditions of the Muslims 
in West Bengal are less developed in comparison to the other minority communities. So the aim of this 
article is to study the socio-economic condition of the religious minorities in general and Muslims in 
particular.  This paper is based on the secondary data. The main objective of the study is to explore the 
socio-economic condition of religious minorities of West Bengal. Though there is paucity of literature and 
data about this classified as backward community, it is an attempt to gather the data from various sources 
and put together in a systematic fashion and analyzed. Indicators such as population, urban population, sex 
ratio, literacy, educational attainment, work participation rate are discussed. Hence, one can easily 
understand the plight of the community who are the victims of a process of invidious discrimination in Indian 
society.  
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INTRODUCTION: 
India has made a pledge almost six decades ago to 
build an inclusive, plural and secular society which 
would equitably integrate its religious minorities 
while respecting their distinct identities and 
honoring difference. This is particularly true of 
sour largest minority community ‘Muslims’ who 
constitute 13.4 per cent of the population and also 
socially, economically and educationally backward. 
They are termed as socially excluded group and 
can be seen in the form of segregation socially, 
politically, economically, culturally, educationally 
in Indian society. The religious minorities are the 
most vulnerable section of the Indian society in 
general and Muslim Minorities in particular. There 
is an urgent need for the inclusion of Muslim 
minorities in the main stream of economic 
development of the Nation.  The social and 
economic deprivation among the minority class had 
been most common during post-Independence era. 
Therefore, there was a need for a number of special 
safeguard policies. Reservation Policy may be 
regarded as one step towards it. The objective of 
the reservation policy is to eradicate the social and 
economic disparities which existed in the society. 
The Govt. of India has made many provisions that 
provide Minority rights-[Article 29(1), Art.29 (2), 
Art. 30(1) (2), Art. 347, Art. 350A, Art. 350B, etc.] 
        The Central Government has notified five 
communities, namely Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, 
Buddhists and Jains as religious minorities. A list 
of 90 Minority Concentration Districts (MCDs) in 
India has been prepared by the Ministry of 
Minority Affairs. 2001 census data on population 
was used to identify these districts. The Central 
Government has and has been formulating numbers 
of schemes and projects to safeguards the religious 
minorities in general and Muslims in particular. 
But the real conditions of the religious minorities 
are not in a good condition.  
          In West Bengal there are nine Minority 
Concentration Districts. Namely Malda, Uttar 
Dinajpur, Dakshin Dinajpur,  Murshidabad, 
Birbhum, Nadia, South 24-Parganas, Barddhaman, 
Koch Bihar, Howra, North 24 Parganas, Kolkata. 
These are the Muslim minority district belongs to 
category ‘A’ of the MCD districts. 
OBJECTIVE: 
1. To highlight the socio economic condition 
of the religious minorities of West Bengal. 
2. To examine the source of livelihood. 
3. To study the occupation and work 
partition level. 
4. To find out the educational level among 
the religious minorities of West Bengal. 
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METHODOLOGY: 
This paper is based on secondary data. The 
secondary data has been collected from Minority 
Concentration District Project (Govt. of India, 
2001), different hand books, Journals and internet. 
The information collected from various sources has 
been deducted through data analysis and tabulation. 
Some statistical tools such as tabulation, chart and 
diagram have been used to arrive at the objectives 
of this study. 
THE STUDY AREA: 
West Bengal is one among the 29 Indian states and 
it is situated in the eastern part of the country. It 
lies between 850 50'E and 89 050' E longitude, the 
latitudinal extent of the state is from 21010' N to27 
038' N. It has a total land area of 88,752 sq. km. In 
terms of overall population size, West Bengal 
stands fourth amongst the larger states of India. It 
is surrounded by three countries: Bhutan and Nepal 
in the north and Bangladesh in the east. On its 
north-east lies the green valley of the state of 
Assam; on the western side Bihar and Jharkhand 
states; while to the south-west lays the state of 
Orrisa. The Bay of Bengal lies on its South. The 
state of West Bengal has been divided into 3 sub-
divisions which together consist of 19 districts. The 
state inhabits a total population of 80,176,197 
persons comprising 41,465,985 males and 
38,710,212 females. 
ABOUT MINORITY:  
A minority group is a sociological category within 
a demographic. Rather than a relational "social 
group", as the term would indicate, the term refers 
to a category that is differentiated and defined by 
the social majority, that is, those who hold the 
majority of positions of social power in a society. 
The differentiation can be based on one or more 
observable human characteristics, including, for 
example, ethnicity, race, gender, wealth, health or 
sexual orientation. Usage of the term is applied to 
various situations and civilizations within history, 
despite its popular miss-association with a 
numerical, statistical minority. In the social 
sciences, the term "minority" is used to refer to 
categories of persons who hold few positions of 
social power. However, national minority can be 
theoretically (not legally) defined as a group of 
people within a given national state: 
1. which is numerically smaller than the rest 
of population of the state or a part of the 
state; 
2. which is not in a dominant position; 
3. which has culture, language, religion, race 
etc. distinct from that of the majority of 
the population; 
4. whose members have a will to preserve 
their specificity; 
5. Whose members are citizens of the state 
where they have the status of a minority; 
6. Which have a long-term presence on the 
territory where it has lived; 
INDIA’S MINORITIES: 
Clearly Indian contains such a medley of religious, 
cast, and linguistic groups that the sense of 
belonging to the minority depends upon where one 
lives, how much power and status one has, and 
one’s sense of community threat. Many Indians 
narrowly use the term ‘minority’ to refer to those 
who are not Hindu, a conception which implies that 
somehow the dominant core of Indian identity is 
Hinduism, the ‘mainstream’  with which minorities 
should identify if they want to be regarded as holly 
Indian. 
         Needless to say, this is not the way Indian’s 
minorities define the problem. It is not only 
religious groups who regard themselves as 
minorities. Caste, tribal, linguistic as well as 
religious groups can be self-define minorities for 
any one of a number of reasons: they have a 
distinctive group identity that they fear is eroding; 
they regard themselves as socially and 
economically subordinate to others, or they believe 
that they suffer from discrimination , either from 
others in the society or from state itself. To regard 
oneself as part of a minority in India is to suggest 
that one ought to take group action to remedy one’s 
situation. To declare one’s group a minority is, 
therefore, a political act. In the Indian context, it is 
a way of calling attention to a situation to a 
solution of self-define deprivation. 
            Once we concave of a minority as a 
category define by the observed   rather than by 
observer, a self-definition by a community itself 
rather than by other, we are faced with a 
methodological problem of considerable 
proportion. If we understand the term minority as a 
socially  negotiable concept, then a community that 
regards itself and is regarded by other as a minority 
may under some circumstances cease to be a 
minority, while other communities may become 
minorities. 
           Since we are the observers and not the 
observed we must fall back upon the communities 
self perceptions regarding their minority status. We 
can then engage in some informed speculation as to 
which other communities might actively put forth 
minority claims. 
          It is useful to think of four types of 
minorities in India- Linguistic minority; Religion 
minorities; Cast base minorities and Tribal 
minorities. However the Constitution of India 
refers to two types of minorities, namely, Religious 
minorities and Linguistic minorities. 
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Religious Minorities 
 The Central Government has notified five 
communities, namely, Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, 
Buddhists and Jains as religious minorities. 
However, according to the 1981 census, Muslims 
constituted 11.4 percent of the Indian population 
(7505 million), Christians 2.4 percent 
(16.2million), Sikhs 2.0 percent (13.1 million) and 
Buddhists and Jains 1.2 percent (7.9 million). 
Hindus constituted 82.6 percent of the population. 
         None of the three major minorities is 
cohesive. Sikhs are divided between scheduled 
caste and non-scheduled caste Sikhs and between 
Jat Sikhs and other high caste Sikhs. 
         Muslims are even less cohesive. The Muslim 
of the southwest had long-term ties with Arab 
countries. The Muslim of Kashmir form a majority 
of the state, have a strong Kashmiri identity, and 
overwhelming speak Kashmiri rather than Urdu. 
The Muslims living in the Hindi speaking regions, 
from the Yamuna north through the Gangetic 
plains, live in the mainstream of the Turkish, 
Afghan, Mughal and Persian invaders and 
overwhelming speak Urdu. It is here that the Two-
Nation theory had its greatest support. Still further 
eastward Bengali Muslims speaks Bengali rather 
than Urdu. Of the nine million Muslims of West 
Bengal less than one million Muslims speak Urdu. 
These are mostly migrants from Behar, Eastern UP, 
and Orissa. The Muslims of Andhra form still 
another distinctive group. 
Finally….the Christians of the northeast, most of 
whom are Tribal people, are culturally distinctive 
from the Christians of south. 
Population of Religious Communities in West 
Bengal 
It is evident from the data that there are five 
religious minorities in West Bengal. The highest 
number of religious minority people is found in the 
Muslims and their lowest population in the Sikhs. 
Out of 5 religious minorities Muslims is 25.25 
percent and Sikhs is 0.1 percent population. On the 
other hand percentage of Christians, Buddhists, and 
Jains are 5.1%, 0.03% and 0.1% population 
respectively. Table-1 and Fig-1 shows the 
distribution of religious minorities’ population. 
TABLE- 1 
Population of Religious Communities in West 
Bengal. 
 In Lakes In 
Percentage 
All Community 801.7 100.0 
Hindus 581.0 72.47 
Muslims 202.4 25.25 
Christians 5.1 0.6 
Sikhs 0.6 0.1 
Buddhists 2.4 0.03 
Jains 0.6 0.1 
Zoroastrians Negligible Negligible 
Others - 1.1 
 
Fig-1 
Sex ratio of  religious community 
Sex-ratio is an important social indicator; 
demographers generally use this term to depict the 
proportionate share of female in the population 
sample. Sex ratio is defined as number of females 
per 1000 males. The sex ratio of population of a 
country or a community is an important indicator 
for measuring their socio-economic condition as 
well as the extent of prevailing equality between 
males and females at a given point of time. 
Declining sex ratio is one of the serious problems 
for a country or a community. At present, India is 
one of the country, which is facing the problem of 
declining sex ratio and West Bengal is not 
different. As per census 2011, average sex ratio in 
West Bengal is 946 i.e., two point more than 
national average i.e., 944 (Census of India, 2011). 
Among the various religious communities, while 
the Muslim sex ratio is 933 which is one point 
more than the Hindus (i.e., 932). The most 
unfavorable sex ratio is among Sikhs (807), while 
sex ratio among other religious groups is 981 for 
Buddhists, 929 for Jains. Christians, is the only 
religious community having favorable sex ratio of 
1002. Table-2 and Fig-2 shows the sex ratio of 
religious minorities. 
Table-2 
Person All Total Hindus Muslims Christians Sikhs Buddhists Jains Others 
Out of 
Thousand 
934 932 933 1002 807 981 929 985 
Census- 2001 
In Lakes
In Percentage
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Fig-2 
Literacy rate of Religious Communities  
The literacy rate in West Bengal is not so bad and it is higher than the national average. The literacy rate in West 
Bengal is 68.64 per cent against the national average 64.85 per cent and in urban part of the West Bengal 
literacy rate is 81.25 per cent.  As literacy rate in rural areas is less than the urban areas and also Muslims of 
West Bengal are rural community hence, we can say that Muslims are educationally backward as compared all 
other minorities. 
The data indicates that the literacy rate of Muslims is the lowest (i.e. 57.47 per cent) among the six religious 
groups in West Bengal while that of the Jains the highest i.e. 92.81 per cent. Sikhs occupy the second position 
with literacy rate of 87.19 percent and third position by Buddhists with literacy rate of 74.73 per cent. Christians 
occupy the fifth position having literacy rate of 69.72 per cent, more than state average. The crux of the above 
discussion leads to the conclusion that Muslims are the most educationally backward among other religious 
minority community. Table-3 and Fig-3 shows the literacy rate among the religious minority community in 
West Bengal. 
TABLE-3 
Literacy rate of Religious Communities in West Bengal 
Religious communities Persons Male Female 
All Religious 68.64 77.02 51.61 
Hindus 72.44 81.12 63.09 
Muslims 57.47 64.61 49.75 
Christians 69.72 77.20 62.30 
Sikhs 87.19 91.37 81.98 
Buddhists 74.73 83.09 66.22 
Joins 92.81 96.46 88.87 
Others 51.53 68.63 34.24 
Source- Census 2001.                                          Fig-3 
 
Work participation rate of the Religious Communities 
Work participation Rate (WPR) is an important indicator of development. It provides an idea of the extent of 
people’s participation in economic activity or their rate of employment. In short, the more is WPR of the 
population, the greater would be its development. WPR of the population is not determined by single factor but 
by multiple factors. Ownership of physical assets, human capital, and location of individuals in a given 
Out of Thousand All Total
Hindus
Muslims
Christians
Sikhs
Buddhists
Jains
Others
Persons
Male
Female
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socioeconomic structure, availability of work opportunities and other such factors play important role to 
determine WPR. Indeed, one could gauge holistic development of the population through its WPR. 
            Average WPR of West Bengal is 36.77 per cent. The WPR of the male is 50.2% and female is 14.2% for 
the Muslims. In case of Christian the WPR of the male is 48.06% and female is 29.2%. For Sikhs this rate of the 
male is 54.8% and female is 7.6%. The WPR of the male is 45.0% and female is 25.8% for the Buddhist. On the 
other hand for the Jains the WPR of the male 56.5% and female is 7.5%. Table-4 and Fig-4 shows the work 
participation rate among the religious minority community in West Bengal. 
TABLE-4 
Work participation rate on the basis of sex among the Religious Communities in west Bengal. 
Person All Total Hindus Muslims Christians Sikhs Buddhists Jains Others 
Male 54.0 55.3 50.5 48.6 54.8 45.0 56.5 55.7 
Female 18.3 19.2 14.0 29.2 7.6 25.8 7.5 50.4 
 
 
Fig-4  
Occupational structure 
The occupational structure is very significant indicator to assess the levels of economic development of a state 
in different population group’s as well and also major component in the establishment of general, social and 
economic position. Table No. 5 and Fig – 5 shows the occupational structure of religious community in West 
Bengal. 
TABLE – 5 
Various Occupational Pursuits among Religious Communities in West Bengal. 
Occupation Cultivators Agriculture Laborer Household Industry Other Workers 
Total 19.2 25.0 7.4 48.4 
Hindus 18.6 24.0 5.9 51.4 
Muslims 20.3 26.6 12.6 40.5 
Christians 15.3 19.9 2.1 62.7 
Sikhs 2.8 4.4 1.6 91.2 
Buddhists 21.1 9.2 2.9 66.8 
Jains 7.8 5.4 1.0 85.8 
Others 32.0 52.9 4.5 10.6 
Source- Census 2001 
 
Fig -5 
Male
Female
Cultivators
Agriculture Laborer
Household Industry
Other Workers
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Suggestions:  
The government has implemented several 
development programmes for the welfare and 
empowerment of weaker sections. Economic 
development programmes are most important 
schemes for the income generation and creating 
employment opportunities to disadvantaged 
communities. The main problem is how to 
implement those pragrammes. Above the five 
religious minorities Muslims are less develops. So, 
there is a need to take special care for Muslims. In 
the context of present study Govt. need to create 
awareness about different Govt. schemes related to 
economic and social development of the Muslims 
as minority because most of the Muslims are 
unaware about the development schemes of the 
Government. Govt. has to make several schemes in 
order to bring the Muslim minority section in the 
mainstream of the nation.   
Conclusion: 
I the end, I would like to conclude that the socio-
economic condition of the religious minorities in 
West Bengal is not in good position. The Muslims 
are less developed among the other religious 
minorities. Govt. has to take several stapes to fide 
out various problems arising on religious minorities 
especially on Muslims in order to develop them.  
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